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Let te r  f rom the Mayor
Dear Residents,

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! 2014 was a great year for the city of Canton
and as we move into 2015, I would like to take the opportunity to briefly share with you
some of the city’s accomplishments during the past year.

Our police department expanded significantly in April when I swore in 35 new 
members to our safety forces, including 18 new police officers and 17 new firefighters.
Both our police and fire departments have been working hard to establish a standard of
excellence in our safety forces.

Our downtown area continues to attract visitors from all over and I am excited to 
feature our partnership with Steve Coon and The Historic Onesto Lofts in this issue of 
The Canton Connection. You can read all about how Steve Coon took the Onesto Hotel—
which had been abandoned for more than 40 years—and turned it into a spectacular 
centerpiece for downtown living. Read the story beginning on page 15.

Also in this issue, you will find that I have begun to accept nominations for my new
Outstanding Citizen Award. I know that here in Canton we have many residents deserving
of recognition for their tireless work in making our city better. These individuals could be
people who maintain the vacant lot down the street, deliver dinner to a homebound neigh-
bor, or a leader who is highly regarded by his or her neighbors. If you know someone
deserving of such an award, I would like to hear about him or her. You can fill out the form
on the next page to nominate someone for the Outstanding Citizen Award. I am looking
forward to reading your nominations.

As always, feel free to contact me by phone, e-mail, or in person whenever you have
a question, need to request city services, or would like to share information about your
neighborhood. I am honored to serve as your mayor.

Sincerely,

William J. Healy II
Mayor

Reach thousands of Canton residents 
and businesses...

The Canton Connection is the only 
magazine able to reach 60,000 residents in Stark
County's largest community. 
Learn more about the advertising opportunities available to your

business through this exciting quarterly publication. 

Call 330-580-8536 or 
Email jim.speakman@cantonrep.com

Grant  and Mentor ing Program

Promote Safer  Communit ies

Cover  Stor y  pg .17
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Mayor Healy
Announces
Outstanding 
Citizen Awards

CHELSEA PERRY//STAFF WRITER

Citizens in Canton play a crucial role in maintaining 
and beautifying the neighborhoods in our city.
Mayor Healy understands the important role that 

these citizens play and he has established the Outstanding Citizen
Award program to recognize and honor the individuals in our com-
munity who have gone above and beyond to make their neighbor-
hoods and our city a better place to live. These individuals could be 
people who maintain the vacant lot down the street, deliver dinner
to a homebound neighbor, or maintain their own home so well that
it stands out among the rest and is highly regarded by neighbors. 
The public is encouraged to nominate individuals who are outstand-
ing examples of citizens committed to building, preserving, 
maintaining, and improving the quality of life of their neighborhoods.

An individual may be nominated by anyone, and nominations are
accepted at any time; there is no deadline for submissions. All nom-
inations must include the full name and address of the individual
being nominated, along with a written statement as to why this 
person is deserving of an Outstanding Citizen Award. ♦

Completed nominations may be submitted to:
City of Canton – Mayor’s Office
Outstanding Citizen Award
218 Cleveland Ave. S.W.
Canton, OH 44702

Outstanding Citizen Award Nomination Form
Name of Nominee:

Address:

Telephone :

Email:

Submitted by:

Name :

Address :

Telephone :

Email :

CANTON
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Ohio has recently cracked
the top ten list for the first
time as one of the best

states to do business, coming in at
number 9. The study done by Area
Development Online chose three cate-
gories and 18 sub-categories to
measure each state by: business envi-
ronment, labor climate, and infrastruc-
ture and global access. In the labor
climate category Ohio is ranked 6th
overall, with a ranking of 2nd in the
availability of skilled labor sub-catego-
ry. Ohio is ranked 4th overall in infra-
structure and global access thanks to
our central location, access to rail and
highways, and water from the Great

Lakes.  
These rankings come as no surprise

to local citizens, especially thanks to
Fortune 1000 companies that call
Canton home to their regional and
national offices such as American
Electric Power, Diebold Inc.,
Marathon Petroleum, Chesapeake
Energy, Republic Steel, and Old
Dominion. Canton is also the global
headquarters for TimkenSteel, a man-
ufacturing company that is one of the
top 30 largest companies in Ohio and
one of the top 10 largest manufactur-
ing companies in the country. Another
large area of growth across the coun-
try is found in call-centers. Canton is

home to one of only six VXI Global
Solutions locations in the United
States, a company that is one of the
largest employers in the City of
Canton.

Jobs and businesses in Ohio are
climbing up the national economic
ladder, and Canton is largely to thank
for that success.   ♦

Ohio  Grows as  One of  the  Best
States  to  Do Bus iness !

CHELSEA PERRY//STAFF WRITER
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As 2014 comes to a close, we
hope that Cantonians have taken
notice of the many changes in the

parks over the course of the year. These new
investments from the new park levy have
only begun to scratch the surface of the
overall needs in the parks. However, there are
a wide variety of high profile and subtle
investments that have improved the aesthet-
ics and functionality of our parks while
increasing the long term sustainability of our
maintenance efforts.

The most surprising result of the levy has
been the level of awareness that it has
brought to our community partners about the
needs in our parks. While the levy has result-
ed in over $350,000 in capital investment into
the park in 2014, our community partners
have contributed an additional $350,000 in
matching funds for park projects. We are very
thankful to the City of Canton, Canton Joint
Recreation District, Stark Parks, ArtsInStark,
The Timken Foundation, and countless other
generous organizations and individuals who
have generously supported Canton Parks in
these efforts. The corresponding chart high-
lights over $600,000 worth of the most
notable investments.   

With the support of our citizens resulting in
the passage of the November 2013 Park
Levy, Canton Parks is on the brink of another
exciting year of redevelopment in 2015. The
completion of a new land use assessment of
all park properties for the first time since
1980 will be critical to the implementation of
levy funds moving forward. We are thankful
to all those who have provided feedback dur-
ing our public meetings and survey respons-
es. These inputs will help our consultants
combine their experiences and best practices
around the country with the needs and wants
of park patrons to help develop a blueprint
for all Canton Parks properties. We look for-
ward to unveiling the full assessment in early
2015.

Please keep your eyes and ears open for
these announcements and join us on
Facebook to keep updated on our latest
events and activities at
facebook.com/cantonohio.parks.  ♦

Canton Parks  –  Year  in  Rev iew
DEREK GORDON//PARKS DIRECTOR

Park Item  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Cost
Ward 1 Westbrook Island Removal *  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,000.00

Monument Pond Fountain *  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500.00
Monument Pond Fountain *  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500.00

Ward 2 Nimisilla  Water Fountain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,500.00
Nimisilla Trees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,000.00
Cook Bathroom Door Replacement  . . . . . . . . . .$2,800.00

Ward 3 Lawrence Park Swing Set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,658.00
Maryland Boulevard Banners *  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,000.00

Ward 4 Lee Bathroom Door Replacement  . . . . . . . . . .$2,800.00
Lee Basketball Court Paving  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,500.00
Lee Trees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500.00

Ward 5 Maryland Park  Bathroom Door
/Equipment Replacement  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,300.00

Maryland Park  Trees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,600.00
Maryland Boulevard Banners *  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,000.00

Ward 6 Harmont  Bathroom Door/ 
Equipment Replacement  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,200.00

Harmont  Trees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,600.00
Ward 7 Jay Welch Trees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2,700.00

Jay Welch Dead End Streetscape and Planting *  . . . . . . . .N/A
Stadium Park Stadium Park Drive 

Gate Replacement *  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,740.00
Stadium Park 12th St. Bathroom Door Replacement  . . .$2,800.00

Ward 8 TBD Playground and Shelter Upgrades *  . . . .$11,400.00
Ward 9 Roshong Swing Set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9,761.00

Weis Trees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,110.00

Total Ward by Ward Investment ($10,000 Levy Funds Earmarked Annually Per Ward) . . . . .$88,969.00

Additional Park Improvements (Levy and Non-Levy Funding Sources)
Nimisilla Road Removal and reclamation  . . . . . . . . . . . . .N/A
Nimisilla Chess Tables  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,850.00
Nimisilla Basketball Court Paving 

and goal installation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$35,000.00
Nimisilla Shelter Reconstruction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$25,000.00
Garaux Trail installation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,000.00
Garaux Gazebo Installation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,000.00
Garaux Chess Tables  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,500.00
Vassar Retaining wall and sign installation  . . . . . . . . .N/A
Stadium Park Shuffle Board Court 

Bathroom Door Replacments  . . . . . . . . . .$2,800.00
Bup Rearick Restroom Installation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50,000.00
Bup Rearick Trail installation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,000.00
Don Correll Tree Planting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500.00
Stadium Park Walking Track Replacement * . . . . . . . .$320,000.00
Maple Bench Installations (2)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,000.00
Schreiber Bench Installations (1)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$500.00
Monument Gate Replacment * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$4,740.00
Citywide 45 New Trash Receptacles  . . . . . . . . . . .$12,700.00
Citywide Parking Stops Installed (100)

/Bollard Removal (150)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,700.00
Mother Gooseland Mother Gooseland Dog Park/Mural  . . . . . . .$30,000 

Total Investment * Indicates Project Pending at Time of Publication  . . .$610,259.00
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Residential & Commercial Water Systems
330.455.9466  |  3827 Kirby Ave NE Canton  |  VerndaleWater.com

Colonial
Heights
Neighborhood
Association
“NextDoor
Connection”
Program

Posting a sign on the second
Wednesday of each month helps send
a clear and collective message about
our vision for Colonial Heights.  This
will also serve as a reminder of the
CHNA’s monthly meeting at L.I.F.E.
Church, 6:00-7:00 PM.

Colonial Heights Neighborhood
Association will engage neighbors to
work together for the common goal of
promoting safety and enhancing the
quality of life in our neighborhood

The Colonial Heights Neighborhood
Association’s boundaries are:
•22nd St. NE to 24th St. NE from
Gibbs Ave. NE to St. Elmo Ave. NE
•25th St. NE to 28th St. NE from
Market Ave. N to St. Elmo Ave. NE
•North side of 25th St. NW to Route
62 from Market Ave. N to Logan Ave.
NW   ♦
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Oil and grease can cause sewers to back up. Most household and commercial wastewater contains a por-
tion of liquefied grease that easily travels from sink to the public sewer. When this grease-laden flow cools,
the problem begins. The most notable problem for sewers is the need for maintenance due to the clogging

and restricting affect grease imparts on the inside of pipes. The second problem, and more of a frustrating dilemma, is
the back up it can cause inside a house or a business. 

When grease-laden sewer flow enters a pipe, the problem ultimately needs cleaned out. This effort can be costly to
both the homeowners and operators of the sewer systems. On a smaller scale, homeowners are faced with handling

the problem themselves or in some cases hiring a drain cleaner to remove the build
up of grease. When oil and grease are heavily concentrated in areas such as multi-
ple establishments, the effort to clean and remove can be time consuming in some
cases. While most cases do not end up causing damage to the public sewer sys-
tem, in some rare cases, the sewer can become damaged and require repairs that
can be very costly.    

The best practice to avoid such problems is to handle grease and oil separately.
Keeping this material from the sink and disposing of it is a simple practice that can
avoid problems to you and your neighbors. 

If you are experiencing a sewer problem and you are city of Canton customer,
please contact our department first. You can call 330.489.3031 during business
hours or 330.649.5800 during off hours including weekends and holidays. Our
crews will respond to the problem and inform you of their findings.   ♦

Grease: A Foe of Sewers 
JAMES DIMARZIO//SUPERINTENDENT//COLLECTION SYSTEMS DEPARTMENT
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Established in 2010, the
Canton City E-Waste and
Recycling Program is

offered through a joint venture of the
Canton City Health and Sanitation
Departments. The Recycle Center is
located at 742 Schroyer Ave., SW.
Our 4th year of operation finds the
facility continuing to grow as our
efforts to recycle expand and change.  

Thanks to the strong support of our
community, the Recycle Center con-
tinues to run strong, providing a loca-
tion where individuals can drop off
tires (on or off the rim) and E-waste
completely free of charge. E-waste is
anything that has an electric cord or
takes a battery. For a complete list of

acceptable items, go to:  
www.cantonhealth.org/eh/?pg=290.
We encourage you to stop by Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 10am -
2pm to drop off your unneeded items.

In addition to the Recycle Center, 
citizens can participate in the curbside
recycling through use of the blue recy-
cle bins. These bins are for cardboard,
paper, plastics 1-7, cans and glass.
Do you have a blue bin to participate
in recycling? If not, call Sanitation at
330.489.3020 to request one.   ♦

Canton C i ty  E -Waste  and
Recyc l ing  Program

PATTY MCCONNELL , RS//CANTON CITY  HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Canton City Health Department

Canton City E-waste and Recycling Program
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This holiday season, while you’re celebrating with
family and friends, be sure to head downtown for
some unique yuletide tidings. 

Downtown Canton provides blocks and blocks of dining
destinations, unique gift options from local retailers, artisans
and more, plus events galore to carry you through another
Canton winter!

If you’re looking for the perfect gift for that someone 
special, seeking an eatery for a holiday gathering, 
or hoping to let the kids explore area attractions, visit 
the Official Visitors’ Guide to Downtown Canton, online 
at downtowncanton.com. 

A trip to downtown Canton this holiday season guarantees
you’ll gift someone with something special and have one of
the finest dining experiences in the area.

LIGHT UP DOWNTOWN RETURNS ON DEC. 4
This annual holiday festival, presented by the Canton

Development Partnership (a department of the Canton
Regional Chamber) brings the songs and sounds of the 
holiday season to downtown Canton. 

Enjoy 16 blocks of fun for the whole family, including free
kids crafts and activities, refreshments, caroling, and car-
riage rides. In addition, the Canton Fire Department will be
giving out hats and mittens to children in need.

Don’t miss the spectacular main-stage show! This year’s
Light Up will feature Christopher Pop-In-Kins (and some very
special friends!) in a very special musical show that will light
up the skies and light up your spirits with community musi-
cal acts, fantastic fireworks and a ho, ho, ho-liday visit from
the man in red. 

You’re in for a night of surprises and fun for all ages! 
Best of all? This festive festival is FREE! 

Visit lightupdowntown.com for all the trimmings on this
great annual event.   ♦

Eat , Dr ink , Shop , and Be Mer r y  –
A l l  Downtown!

COLLYN FLOYD//DIRECTOR OF MARKETING & EVENTS//CANTON REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Photo courtesy of Billy Ludwig
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Under the artistic direction of Cassandra Crowley
Canton Ballet will present its sparkling holiday showpiece The
Nutcracker sponsored by Kenan Advantage Group in four per-
formances December 12 – 14 at Canton’s Palace Theatre.
Performance times are Friday, 7:30PM; Saturday, 2PM and
7:30PM; and Sunday, 2PM.

Canton Ballet has offered its beloved audience favorite since its
first public performance in 1968. The tale of The Nutcracker, writ-
ten by E.T.A. Hoffman in 1816, has fascinated and inspired artists,
composers, and audiences for almost 200 years. Its first presenta-
tion as a classic ballet took place at the Maryinsky Theatre in St.
Petersburg, Russia, in 1892.

One of the brightest stars on northeast Ohio’s annual holiday
scene, Canton Ballet’s The Nutcracker is presented in lavish sets
and glittering costumes to the gorgeous music of Piotr Ilyich
Tchaikovsky with choreography by Crowley, choreographer in resi-
dence Angelo Lemmo, and former assistant artistic director Carol
Hageman.    

In two acts The Nutcracker tells the story of a Christmas Eve in
1860 at the home of young Clara and her family during their holi-
day party. The mysterious magician Drosselmeyer makes a sur-
prise visit and presents Clara with a very special Nutcracker doll.
Thus begins the amazing journey of Clara and her Nutcracker
prince—from a frenzied battle between life-sized toy soldiers and
mice through the Land of Snow to the Land of the Sugar Plum
Fairy.

Admission is $18-22 for adults, $14-18 for seniors, and $8-10 for
children. There is a discount for groups of 15 or more. Reserved
seat tickets may be purchased online at cantonballet.com and in
person or by telephone at 330.455.7220 at the ballet box office in
the west wing of the Canton Cultural Center for the Arts, 1001
Market Ave. N. in Canton (Cleveland Avenue entrance). Office
hours are 10AM to 6PM Monday through Thursday and 9AM to
1PM on Saturday. The office is closed on Fridays and Sundays.  

The beautifully restored historic Palace Theatre is located at 605
Market Ave. N. in the downtown Canton Arts District. There is a
wheelchair seating area on the main floor. The theatre box office
opens one hour before performance times for advance purchase
pickups and walkup sales only. Ticket purchase in advance is rec-
ommended for this popular event.

For additional information visit cantonballet.com or call the ballet
office at 330.455.7220.  Canton Ballet’s The Nutcracker is funded
in part by ArtsinStark, Ohio Arts Council, National Endowment for
the Arts with support by The Repository, Fishers Foods, Yamaha,
Microsoft, WHBC, WKSU, and My101.7.   ♦

The Nutc racker  
I s  a  Cher ished
Hol iday  Trad i t ion

JEANNE COEN//
MARKETING DIRECTOR//
CANTON BALLET

CANTON
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December is a month of holiday cheer, so celebrate this
month with The Palace Theatre! In conjunction with
December First Friday on December 5 at 7:30PM The Palace
will be showing our First Friday movie, The Polar Express.
Admission for this event is FREE. 

On Friday, December 19, we will kick off our Holiday Film
Series with some of your holiday favorites. Catch Christmas
Vacation at 7:30PM on Friday the 19th, It’s a Wonderful Life
on Saturday December 20, and Elf on Sunday, December 21.
All shows begin at 7:30PM and tickets for the Holiday Films
are $5 at the door. 

We are happy to announce a wonderful New Year’s Eve
performance by Jim Brickman: On a Winter’s Night on
Wednesday, December 31 from 7:30PM – 10PM. Hailed by
the Boston Herald as a crowd-pleaser, Jim celebrates this in
a one-of-a-kind concert event filled with lush instrumentals
and soaring vocals. As he marks this 18-year tradition from
coast to coast, Jim will showcase new music along with holi-
day favorites and the hits that made him the most charted
Billboard Adult Contemporary artist, earning him two
Grammy nods and four gold albums. With featured musical
guests, feelings of hope and joy are fused together with
Jim's most beloved hits like "Valentine,” “If You Believe,”
“The Gift," “Angel Eyes,” and "Sending You A Little
Christmas.” Tickets are already on sale for this concert 

at cantonpalacetheatre.org or by calling the box office at
330.454.8172 Monday through Friday 10AM to 4PM.

The Palace also has some great events planned for January
and February. We will be offering a family-friendly kids movie
on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—Monday, January 19—and on
Presidents Day—Monday, February 16. Admission is $1 and
the films and times will be announced at a later date.  

Our Academy Award Film Series begins Saturday, January
17. You can catch up on nominated films each weekend until
March 30. Featured films are TBA. Showtime is 7:30PM and
the cost is $5.  

ABOUT THE CANTON PALACE THEATRE
Completed in 1926, the Canton Palace Theatre is a down-

town architectural jewel registered on the National Historic
Registry. A prized community venue for classic, contempo-
rary, and art films, The Palace annually hosts more than 300
special events, concerts, recitals and Broadway-style pro-
ductions. For more information, please visit cantonpalacethe-
atre.org.

The Palace is located at 605 Market Avenue North in
Canton, Ohio. Business and box office hours are Monday
through Friday 10AM to 4PM. Business offices can be
reached at 330.454.8172 and a 24-hour recorded event infor-
mation line at 330.454.8171.  ♦

The Canton Pa lace Theat re  I s
Fu l l  o f  Act i v i t ies  Th is  Winter !
GEORGIA PAXOS//EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR//CANTON PALACE THEATRE

CANTON
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Photo courtesy of Shawn Wood

Lest you think we hibernate in the winter, we’re
happy to report that First Fridays in the Downtown
Canton Arts District never stop, and apparently,

never sleep.

DECEMBER 5: JINGLE MINGLE
Wrapped up for holiday shopping, this First Friday puts

emphasis on downtown businesses that have just the right
gift for the special people on your list.  Live music will be
inside, adding to the holiday hum as new exhibits at
Translations, Journey Art Gallery and Second April package
the visual punch to this pre-season bowl.

JANUARY 2: FROZEN 
Don’t be surprised if you see the chilly figures of Elsa, Olaf,

or Marshmallow as they are temporarily carved into the 
landscape, as this First Friday is everyone’s favorite.
Featuring ice carving creations from professionals and 
not-so professionals, the streets will be lined with art that 
will melt your heart.

FEBRUARY 6: SEASONS OF LOVE
You don’t need five hundred twenty-five thousand six hun-
dred minutes, to get the message of this special evening in
the Canton Arts District. Love will be in the air and in the gal-
leries as romance is the tune you’ll be whistling. Fall in love
with some new art as you mix and mingle, dine and dance,
through an evening designed for the soft hearted among us.
♦

cantonartsdistrict.com/firstfriday

Winter  F i r s t  Fr idays
Of fe r  Someth ing  fo r  Ever yone!  

JUDI  CHRISTY//MARKETING DIRECTOR//ARTSINSTARK

CANTON
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When ArtsinStark entered the scene almost ten
years ago, it brought with it a tag-line of creating
new jobs, smarter kids, and stronger communities.

And through grant awards, arts integration, and downtown
development projects, that mission has pretty much stayed
the course. But in the quest for making kids smarter through
the arts, the ante, for ArtsinStark, has been upped.
Recognizing GENIUS is now the goal, starting with the pre-
school toddler and continuing through the cycle of lifelong
learning and sustainable growth.

The success of last year’s Genius Awards—resulting from
ArtsinStark’s 2020 Vision Plan for Innovation, and involving
teams from area companies—led to an experiment.
ArtsinStark’s Education Coordinator Jennifer Hickman was
charged with encouraging and recognizing “genius” in the
South Summit neighborhood, an area loosely drawn between
12th Street to Tuscarawas/Monument to McKinley – the area
closest to the Canton Arts District. Hickman’s charge was to
bring families together for one day friendly competitions that
result in prizes, and are bordered with live music, free food,
and arts activities – all specific to the unique flavor of the
neighborhood.

The first Genius Games in the Summit Neighborhood
occurred in October and had a Latin-American flare. The next
two games open to kids, teens, adults, and families, residing
in the area are slated for Saturdays December 13 and
February 21. Unlike the October event (on Fulton and 4th),
the winter games will be inside at the ArtsinStark Education
Center on Cleveland Avenue. The final game will be back
outdoors on Saturday, May 16.

Why the games? Why the neighborhood? Why genius?
Because ArtsinStark wants to show that arts and learning
can be fun. Because ArtsinStark wants to show that families
working together with their neighbors can be fun. Because
ArtsinStark believes, that with hope, a crazy idea, a few will-
ing volunteers, and the chance to think creatively can not
only build future collaborations, but also allow the individual
genius in each participant to stand up and be rewarded.

The Genius Games in the Summit Neighborhood is spon-
sored by ArtsinStark with support from the Sisters of Charity
and Kent State University-Stark. For more information,
please contact Jennifer Hickman at jennifer@artsinstark.com    
♦

I t ’s  Not  Enough to  Have SmAr ts
JUDI  CHRISTY//MARKETING DIRECTOR//ARTSINSTARK
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In August of 1930, Frank
Onesto checked himself in as
the first guest at the lavish
Onesto Hotel. Some years went
by and in 1974 the hotel closed
its doors. After sitting empty for
40 years, the building has
opened its doors back up, this
time as the Historic Onesto
Lofts; a luxury apartment build-
ing in the heart of Downtown
Canton.

Steve Coon, owner of Coon
Restoration and Sealants, Inc.,
was able to see past the decay
that 40 empty years brought,
and purchased the building with
the intent to renovate it from the
bottom up. He has done just
that; the Historic Onesto has
been restored to its original
beauty. Coon went on a search
for old photographs of the inside
so he could recreate what the
building looked like in the 1930s
and he has been able to recreate
the look and feel of the original
hotel. Walking through the front
revolving doors and up the origi-
nal marble staircase into the
grand lobby and ballroom feels
like taking a step back in time. 

Downtown Canton has been on
the up and up over the past few
years and the addition of the
Onesto will only push downtown
more into the spotlight and really
help it to thrive.

COVER STORY CONTINUED

The City of Canton and The 
Historic Onesto Lofts Bring 
Luxury Living Downtown
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“When this is finished, there will be
40 apartments being leased. That’s 40
more families living in downtown and
that’s 40 more families spending their
money in downtown,” Coon said. 

The City of Canton and Canton City
Council agreed to provide Coon with a
$2 million loan to put the finishing
touches on the project. The loan was
signed by Coon personally and will be
repaid back to the city within 10 years.
Once finished, the Onesto will boast
40 luxury residential apartments, a
grand ballroom for large scale events,
areas for private events, corporate
apartments, a rooftop terrace, and
retail space. 

Ward 2 Councilman Thomas West
calls this project “a game changer for
Ward 2 and the City of Canton.”
“He’s bringing people downtown and
businesses will flourish as a result of
it,” West said at the September 15
Council meeting that approved the
loan. 

It wasn’t too many years ago that
downtown really only flourished from
9-5 Monday through Friday. With the
addition of the Arts District, restau-
rants, coffee shops, and other area
businesses and events, downtown has
become a premier place to be in
Canton. With the addition of the
Onesto, the people who are spending
their time and money here now have a
beautiful opportunity to live here as
well. 

“From 5:00 on, Monday through
Friday, and all through the weekend, if
we have people living downtown, our
downtown area is going to flourish and
our city will see a huge benefit from
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that,” Ward 7 Councilman John Mariol
mentioned during the September 15
Council meeting. He then added that “this
is probably the most exciting vote I’ve
made on Council.”

Canton is gaining some steam in the
competition of big cities across the coun-
try. With the partnership between Steve
Coon and his company, and the City of
Canton, the Historic Onesto Lofts have the
potential to drastically change the land-
scape of downtown and the city as a
whole.   ♦

Check out photos, videos, floor plans,
construction updates, and other details
at historiconesto.com  

From the CoverCANTON
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DecemberDecember 2014

1144 1155 1166 1177 1188 1199 2200

2211 2222 2233 2244 2255 2266 2277

2288 2299 3300 3311

Canton Museum of Art
presents THE LEGACY
OF FERDINAND BRADER
on display until 3/15

FIRST FRIDAY
“JINGLE MINGLE”
6-10PM Downtown
Canton Arts District

CANTON PALACE THEATRE
FREE FAMILY MOVIE
THE POLAR EXPRESS
7:30PM 

Players Guild Theatre 
presents
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
8PM 
Players Guild Theatre

THE SPIRITS OF THE
PALACE MONTHLY GHOST
INVESTIGATION 
10:30PM  
Canton Palace Theatre

PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF
FAME GOLD JACKET CHALK
TALK TBA

Players Guild Theatre 
presents
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
2PM and 8PM 
Players Guild Theatre

CANTON CHARGE VS.
FORT WAYNE
7PM Canton Civic Center

TREE COMMISSION 
MEETING 
6PM 
Canton Garden Center

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

CANTON CHARGE VS.
BAKERSFIELD 
7PM 
Canton Civic Center

Canton Ballet presents
THE NUTCRACKER
7:30PM 
Canton Palace Theatre

Players Guild Theatre 
presents
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
8PM 
Players Guild Theatre

CANTON CHARGE VS.
SIOUX FALLS 
7PM 
Canton Civic Center

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

Canton Symphony 
presents 
HOLIDAY POPS CONCERT 
3PM Umstattd Hall

Players Guild Theatre 
presents
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
2PM 
Players Guild Theatre

CANTON CHARGE VS.
WESTCHESTER
7PM 
Canton Civic Center

Holiday Film: 
NATIONAL LAMPOON’S
CHRISTMAS VACATION 
7:30PM 
Canton Palace Theatre

Players Guild Theatre 
presents
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
8PM 
Players Guild Theatre

Players Guild Theatre 
presents
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
2PM and 8PM 
Players Guild Theatre

Holiday Film: 
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
7:30PM 
Canton Palace Theatre

WHBC presents 
O.A.R. WITH AMERICAN
AUTHORS 
8PM Canton Palace
Theatre

Hanukkah begins 
at sundown

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

VOCI presents YE OLDE 
MADRIGAL FEASTE
1 – 3PM 
Canton Woman’s Club

Players Guild Theatre 
presents
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
2PM
Players Guild Theatre

Canton Ballet presents
THE NUTCRACKER  
2PM 
Canton Palace Theatre

All-Star Cheerleading: 
THE SPIRIT
SPECTACULAR 

Christmas Eve

Christmas
City offices closed; garbage
pickup delayed one day

CANTON CHARGE VS.
BAKERSFIELD 
7PM Canton Civic Center

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

Players Guild Theatre 
presents
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
2PM
Players Guild Theatre

Holiday Film: 
ELF
7:30PM  
Canton Palace Theatre

Jim Brickman: 
ON A WINTER’S NIGHT 
7:30PM Canton Palace
Theatre

New Year’s Eve

CANTON CHARGE VS.
LOS ANGELES
7PM 
Canton Civic Center

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

Canton Ballet presents
THE NUTCRACKER
2PM and 7:30PM 
Canton Palace Theatre

Players Guild Theatre 
presents
A CHRISTMAS CAROL
2PM and 8PM 
Players Guild Theatre

FROSTY FROLIC 5K  
5:30PM Stadium Park

CANTON CHARGE VS.
DELAWARE 
7PM Canton Civic Center

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

11 22 33 44 55 66

77 88 99 1100 1111 1122 1133
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

JanuaryJanuary 2015

New Year’s Day
City offices closed; garbage
pickup delayed one day

FIRST FRIDAY 
“FROZEN”
6 - 10PM 
Downtown Canton
Arts District  

TREE COMMISSION 
MEETING 
6PM 
Canton Garden Center

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0

Canton Symphony
Orchestra presents
“CONVERZATIONS”
12PM Zimmerman
Symphony Center

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

CANTON CHARGE VS.
DELAWARE 
11AM Canton Civic
Center

The Canton Symphony 
presents
YOUNG PEOPLE’S
CONCERT 
9:30AM & 10:30AM
Umstattd Performing
Arts Hall

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 
7PM Players Guild
Theatre

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 
2PM Players Guild Theatre

CANTON CHARGE VS. ERIE 
7PM 
Canton Civic Center

The Canton Symphony 
presents
MASTERWORKS
CONCERT 4
8PM Umstattd Performing
Arts HallMartin Luther King Jr.

Day
City offices closed; garbage
pickup delayed one day

HARLEM 
GLOBETROTTERS 2015
WORLD TOUR  
7PM Canton Civic Center

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 
7PM Players Guild
Theatre

CANTON CHARGE VS.
MAINE 
7PM Canton Civic Center

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 
2PM Players Guild
Theatre

CANTON CHARGE VS.
ERIE 
7PM Canton Civic Center

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

The Players Guild 
presents 
“CELEBRATE SEUSS!” 
1PM 
Players Guild Theatre

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 
2PM 
Players Guild Theatre

1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6 1 7

1 8 1 9 2 0 2 1 2 2 2 3 2 4

2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9 3 0 3 1

CANTON CHARGE VS.
WESTCHESTER 
7PM 
Canton Civic Center
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FIRST FRIDAY
“SEASONS OF LOVE”
6 - 10 PM 
Downtown Canton 
Arts District 

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 
7PM Players Guild
Theatre

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

Groundhog Day 

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 
2PM 
Players Guild Theatre

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

CANTON CHARGE VS.
RENO 
7PM Canton Civic Center

The Canton Ballet 
presents 
RED VELVET PARTY 
Canton Ballet’s Valentine’s
Day Fundraiser
Joseph Saxton Gallery 
of Photography

Valentine’s Day

Canton Symphony
Orchestra presents
“CONVERZATIONS”
12PM Zimmerman
Symphony Center

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 
2PM Players Guild Theatre

Ash Wednesday
President’s Day
City offices closed.

All-Star Cheerleading: 
“THE WINTER
CLASSIC”
11AM Canton Civic
Center

CANTON CHARGE VS.
FORT WAYNE 
7PM Canton Civic Center

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE GIVER 
8PM 
Players Guild Theatre

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE GIVER 
8PM 
Players Guild Theatre

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING
7:30PM
Canton City Hall

Canton Symphony 
presents 
MASTERWORKS
CONCERT 5 
3PM Umstattd
Performing Arts Hall

8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4

1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8 1 9 2 0 2 1

2 2 2 3 2 4 2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8

FebruaryFebruary 2015

The Players Guild 
presents 
THE CAT IN THE HAT 
2PM Players Guild
Theatre
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Annexation 330-438-4293

Auditor 
R.A. Mallonn 330-489-3226

Building Dept &
Code Enforcement 330-430-7800
Building Inspector 330-438-4705

Electrical Inspector 330-438-4707
HVAC Inspector 330-438-4705

Plumbing Inspector 330-438-4706

Building Maintenance 330-489-3275

Civic Center 330-489-3090

Civil Service 330-489-3360

Clerk of Courts 330-489-3203
Civil 330-489-3203

Criminal/Traffic 330-489-3207

Economic and 
Community 

Development 330-489-3258
Canton Community

Improvement 330-438-4122

Canton City Council 330-489-3223

DMV 330-489-3012

EEO Officer 330-438-4133

Engineering 330-489-3381
Parking Division 330-489-3127

Traffic Engineering
Division 330-489-3370

Traffic Signal &
Lighting Division 330-489-3126

Traffic Sign & Pavement
Marking Division 330-489-3067

Fair Housing Program 330-438-4133

Fire Non-Emergency 330-649-5900

Fire Administration 330-489-3411

Health Dept 330-489-3231
Air Pollution 330-489-3385
Environment 330-489-3327

Nursing 330-489-3322
Public Health Info 330-489-3327

Vital Statistics 330-489-3231
WIC 330-489-3326

Human Resources 330-438-4136

Income Tax 330-430-7900

Police Non-Emergency 330-649-5800
Community

Interaction Unit 330-458-4807
Detective Bureau 330-489-3144

Dispatch 330-649-5800

Holding Facility 330-489-3197
ID Bureau 330-489-3170

Information Only 330-489-3100
Impound Lot 330-489-3186

Impound Payments 330-438-6169
Internal Affairs 330-489-3377

Juvenile Bureau 330-489-3144
Patrol Division 330-489-3100

Police Chief 330-489-3111
Record Room 330-489-3172

Tip Line 330-489-3117
Traffic Division 330-489-3162

Training Division 330-489-3180
Vice 330-649-5929

Information 
Technology 330-438-6101

Judges-Administration 330-438-4231
Judge Belden 330-438-4226
Judge Falvey 330-438-4205

Judge Kubilus 330-438-4203
Judge Poulos 330-438-4202

Law Director 
Joseph Martuccio 330-489-3251

Civil 330-489-3251
Criminal 330-489-3395

Mayor William Healy 330-438-4300
Finance Director 330-438-4304

Safety Director 330-438-4312
Service Director 330-438-4310

Park Department 330-489-3015

Parking Tickets 330-438-6169

Purchasing 330-489-3245

Recreation Dept. 330-456-4521

Sanitation 330-489-3020

Sewer Collections 330-489-3031

Street 330-489-3030

Treasurer 
Kim Perez 330-438-4730

Water 330-489-3308
Water Engineer 330-489-3310

Leaks 330-489-3315
Utility Billing 330-649-8100

Water Reclamation 
Facility 330-489-3080

Youth Development 330-489-3350

Zoning 330-438-4726

City Phone Directory Contact Your City
Council Members

President Allen Schulman
330.456.4400
allen.schulman@cantonohio.gov

David Dougherty (Ward 6)

330.453.9950
david.dougherty@cantonohio.gov

Richard Hart (At-Large)

330.417.9711
r.hart@cantonohio.gov

Bill Smuckler (At-Large)

330.327.2761
bill.smuckler@cantonohio.gov

James Babcock (At-Large)

330.495.7202
james.babcock@cantonohio.gov

Greg Hawk (Ward 1)

330.455.7333
gregory.hawk@cantonohio.gov

Thomas West (Ward 2)

330.353.0611
thomas.west@cantonohio.gov

James Griffin (Ward 3)

330.478.2297
james.griffin@cantonohio.gov

Chris Smith
Assistant Majority Leader and 
Ward 4 Council Member

330.327.6376
christine.smith@cantonohio.gov

Kevin Fisher (Ward 5)

330.412.4681
kevin.fisher@cantonohio.gov

John Mariol II (Ward 7)

330.705.2397
john.mariol@cantonohio.gov

Frank Morris
Majority Leader and 
Ward 9 Council Member

330.224.0913
frank.morris@cantonohio.gov

Edmond Mack (Ward 8)

330.323.3755
edmond.mack@cantonohio.gov
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