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Zero tolerance enforcement reduces Canton crime by 14%
Double-digit decline brings crime rate below 2004 levels

CANTON, Ohio — Mayor William Healy released statistics this week that indicate the city saw a 14% reduction in
crime during his first year in office as a result of his administration’s “zero tolerance” crime policies. Healy said the
statistics are an indication that the administration’s aggressive police efforts are having their intended effect.

“The men and women of the Canton Police Department should be proud of this accomplishment,” Healy said.
“Canton is safer today than it was only a year ago. These statistics show that our efforts over the past year have
been effective and that criminals are beginning to realize they are not welcome.”

Last year’s crime statistics show 8,578 major crimes were reported to the Canton Police Department, a 13.9% drop
in major crime from 2007. Of all categories measured, assault, larceny, and burglary showed the biggest declines,
while robbery and motor vehicle theft also dropped from the same time period last year.

Healy said that the sharp decline is even more significant when looking at data from the past several years showing
crime trending upward. In 2004, 9,129 major crimes were reported in Canton. In the following three years, that
number steadily increased to 9,674 (2005), 9,860 (2006), and 9,964 (2007). Last year’s crime statistics fall below
2004 figures.

“I am happy with the success of this program as well as the direction it is currently headed,” Healy said. “Our
officers are always adjusting their tactics to respond to smarter criminals. | am confident that this decline will not be
a one-time occurrence.”

The Mayor’s “zero-tolerance” policies were funded in large part by a federal grant from the Northeast Ohio Violent
Crime Consortium (NOVCC), which targets the reduction of violent crime in major urban areas. The City received
nearly $400,000 in federal dollars for the program in April of last year.

Examples of zero-tolerance police activities include gang surveillance, drug enforcement raids, illegal gun busts,
highway interdictions, arrest warrant sweeps, and patrols of vacant homes. Healy said that residents are beginning
to see the effects of the City’s new crime policies, and hopes that further declines will follow in the months ahead.

A full record of the crime statistics is attached to this release. The method used by police to record crime statistics
is compliant with FBI Uniform Crime Reporting procedures and was consistently used throughout the five-year
period highlighted in the Mayor’s announcement.
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CHART 1 - YEAR-TO-DATE STATISTICS (BY OFFENSE)
TOTAL YTD DECLINE - 13.9%
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OFFENSE 2007 2008
HOMICIDE 9 9
RAPE 63 68
KEY: BLUE 2007 CRIME

ROBBERY 423 367
ASSAULT 3239 2810 GREEN 2008 CRIME
BURGLARY 1771 1643
LARCENY 3973 3005 Statistics Measured: Homicide, rape, robbery,

assault, burglary, larceny, & motor vehicle theft.
M.V. THEFT 486 386



THE CI'TY oF NEWS RELEASE Page 3 of 9

Office of the Mayor
City Hall - 8th Floor

WILLIAM J. HEALY II, MAYOR 218 Cleveland Avenue S.W.
) Canton, OH 44702

CHART 2 - YEAR-TO-DATE STATISTICS (BY MONTH)
TOTAL YTD DECLINE - 13.9%
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MONTH 2007 2008
OFFENSES OFFENSES
JANUARY 692 745
FEBRUARY 622 566
KEY: BLUE 2007 CRIME
MARCH 877 601
APRIL 743 778 GREEN 2008 CRIME
MAY 1041 784

Statistics Measured: Homicide, rape, robbery,

JUNE 816 752 assault, burglary, larceny, & motor vehicle theft.
JULY 972 768
AUGUST 810 833
SEPTEMBER 860 780
OCTOBER 951 713
NOVEMBER 829 640

DECEMBER 751 618
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CHART 3 - TREND CRIME STATISTICS (BY YEAR)
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YEAR TOTAL
2004 9129
2005 9674 Statistics Measured: Homicide, rape, robbery,
2006 9860 assault, burglary, larceny, & motor vehicle theft.
2007 9964
2008 8578

FOR COMPLETE STATISTICAL BREAKDOWN, PLEASE SEE PAGES 5-9 (ATTACHED)
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